
 BY DALE WASSERMAN 
BASED ON THE NOVEL BY KEN KESEY

 BY DALE WASSERMAN 
BASED ON THE NOVEL BY KEN KESEY

CELEBRATED
 SEASONS45

“ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST” IS PRESENTED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CONCORD
THEATRICALS ON BEHALF OF SAMUEL FRENCH, IN.  WWW.CONCORDTHEATRIALS.COM



While attending Stanford, in 1960
Kesey volunteered as a paid
experimental subject in a study
conducted by the U.S. Army in which
he was given mind-altering drugs
and was asked to report on their
effects. He also worked as an
attendant in a hospital's psychiatric
ward. These experiences served as
the basis for his 1962 novel, One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest, which
examined  the  abuses  of  the  system  
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Dale Wasserman (1914-2008) wrote
for theater, television and film for
more than 50 years. He wrote the
stage play One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest, based on Ken Kesey’s novel,
which has won several Tony Awards.
Both shows continue to be produced
nationally and internationally with an
estimated 300 productions a year. In
January 1979, Dale met Martha Nelly
Garza, who became his wife, loyal
partner and loving companion. More
than  once,  Dale commented  that  his
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than  once,  Dale commented  that  his
wife, Martha Nelly, was the best thing that ever happened to him
and that it was their 30-year partnership that had been the
greatest contribution to extending his life and his talents to age
94. Together, they worked on numerous musicals and several
new plays. On December 21, 2008, Dale Wasserman, with his
loving wife at his side, passed away peacefully of natural causes
at his home in Paradise Valley, Arizona. Martha N. Wasserman is
now the sole Owner/Licensor of Dale’s intellectual properties and
spends her life promoting his works all over the world.
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against the individual. In 1975 the book was made into a film
directed by Miloš Forman and starring Jack Nicholson. Kesey
famously hated the script and refused to watch the film, but many
other people didn't. After receiving much critical acclaim, it
would go on to take all five of the major Academy Awards — for
best picture, director, screenplay, actor and actress.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

You may already be familiar with One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest from the Ken Kesey 1962 novel or the
play, adapted by Dale Wasserman in 1963 that made
its Broadway debut that same year starring Kirk
Douglas. It hit Broadway again in 2001, starring
Gary Sinise and won the Tony Award for Best Play
Revival. But most people know it from the Academy

Award winning film starring Jack Nicholson 
and Louise Fletcher. 

This story is as relevant today as it was 60 years
ago. It asks us “Why do we, as a society, agree to

let those in power wield their privilege in a
manner that ultimately benefits them, keeping them
in control of human beings, so they are used as
pawns in a colossal game of chess?” It forces us
to think about the comfort of living within the

status quo at the risk of losing individuality and
having individual thought. Why should we be forced
to exist in a world where we are programmed not to

question absolute authority?  

Enter R.P. McMurphy who challenges the
manufactured tranquility and societal norms with a
sledgehammer. McMurphy dares to rebel against his
oppressors, fighting against the insurmountable.
He challenges the “machine” of institutional
control that re-set peoples’ behavior into the

“correct” behavior and teaches his fellow patients
that they deserve to be treated 

with human dignity.

I want to thank you for joining us in the Oregon
State Mental Hospital, while this talented group
of actors demonstrate how one person’s ideas and
personal sacrifice gave a sense of hope to a group

of lost souls. Embrace and celebrate your
individuality. Please enjoy the show.

DESI THROWER
DIRECTOR



Contemporary, 1960s

The Day Room of a State Mental
Hospital somewhere in the 

Pacific Northwest.

This production of One Flew Over The 
Cuckoo’s Nest contains adult language, implied

electroshock therapy, suicide, simulated
smoking, and words or phrases that are

considered offensive in today’s society. This
is in no way the views of this theater, and
are presented as part of the playwright’s

original script.
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One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest is the
unforgettable story of a mental hospital and
its inhabitants. When Randle McMurphy, a brash
new inmate, arrives, the rigid program of the
ward, headed by the tyrannical Nurse Ratched,
is thrown up for grabs. In a world where
sanity means conformity and following the
rules is the way to survive, One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest is a powerful exploration of
nonconformity, mental illness & authority.

Rob Jacobs (Chief Bromden) Rob is
grateful for the opportunity to reprise
the role he played in the 2010 CTC
production of One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest. He is excited to be sharing the
stage with this talented cast. He wishes
to shout out a very special thank you to
all the hard-working folks behind the
scenes who help make our time on stage
such a wonderful journey.
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Earl Ruttencutter (Aide Warren) -
Cuckoo's Nest is Earl's first dalliance
into theatre at CTC. Although a veteran
of many years, he moved to this area last
February. Prior to this production, Earl
played Lazar Wolf in Fiddler on the Roof
and Mayor in The Music Man at The Shedd
in Eugene. He also was seen in The
Producers as Franz Liebkind  and as Amos
Calloway in Big Fish, both in Cottage
Grove. Earl is excited to be part of this
talented bunch of "Cuckoos!"
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Madeline Stutte (Aide Williams) Madeline Stutte is
an actress, comedian, ventriloquist, and 2nd year
BFA student in Musical Theatre at Nebraska
Wesleyan University. Currently, she is working in
theatre as a comedy & puppetry instructor at BEAT
Children’s Theatre and can’t wait to teach summer
classes in the upcoming season. Recent credits in
Bend include Amanda in Women in Jeopardy
(Deschutes Theater Company), Gordon in Rent
(Theater in the Park), and Sara in The Theory of
Relativity (Cascades Theatrical Company), as well
as recent experience in both professional comedy
and devised theatre writing in Chicago with the
improv group RPG-13, Madeline is so excited to be
back in town and participating in such a fantastic
production. Many thanks to everyone who has given
their endless support over many years of theatre. 
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Marissa Boragno-DeFeo (Nurse Ratched) Trained
vocally in classical music, Marissa spent
several years as an on-air personality for WMIL
and WOKY in Milwaukee, WI before moving back to
Southern California to work for SiriusXM.
Pausing for over a decade to pursue a career as
a Marriage and Family Therapist, Marissa is
thrilled to be back in the spotlight, playing
the manipulative and feared Nurse Ratched in
her first performance for CTC!  The irony of
this role is not lost on Marrissa, a mental
health practitioner.  She would like to assure
her current and future clients that she did not
Method act for this role. 
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Leah Chole (Nurse Flinn) Leah Chole is elated
to come back to the stage at Cascades Theatre
after a ten-year hiatus. When she isn’t
teaching high school English, you can find her
playing with her dog, Ratchet, or watching
copious amounts of The Real Housewives.
Previously, she has performed in Dr. Horrible's
Musical Sing-Along Blog (ensemble), The Rocky
Horror Picture Show (Columbia), The Vagina
Monologues, and High School Musical (Taylor).
Leah wrote one of her college essays about One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, and hopes she
channels everything she was forced to learn in
Confirmation school tonight.
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Bill Alsdurf (Dale Harding) - Stella Adler said,
“The theatre was created to tell people the truth
about life and the social situation.” The
opportunity to play Mr. Harding has been an
extremely rewarding experience for Bill and one
that will hopefully be truthful, make you laugh
and cry, and offer you some hope. Bill's acting
credits include Mr. Kirby in You Can’t Take it
With You, Dr. Armstrong in And Then There Were
None, Adult Male in Spring Awakening, Roger
Hopewell in Musical Comedy Murders of 1940, Luis
Alberto Molina in Kiss of the Spider Woman, and
Clive and Cathy in Cloud Nine.  He directed The
Lost Virginity Tour in 2019 and God of Carnage for
Ellipse Theatre Community this past winter.  He
has worked behind the curtain as a stage manager,
costumer, and set decorator.  Finally, Bill would
like to take this opportunity to remind everyone
of the power of kindness, forgiveness and laughter
and he hopes you enjoy the show.   
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Daniel Witty (Billy Bibbit) Daniel is
thrilled to be on stage once more, this time
in his natural habitat: surrounded by
weirdos. Daniel was not initially thinking
of acting in this show until Desi called him
sobbing, and begging for him to take the
starring role of Billy. Because Daniel is a
handsome, generous person, he agreed. Billy
has been a challenging role for Daniel, but
he hopes you will enjoy his take on the
character. Daniel wants to thank Desi,
Sienna, the cast, crew, and all of his loved
ones (especially Hugo) for their support. 
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Bob Cutter (Scanlon) - This show is Bob's
first stage production in over 20 years.
He is excited to return to theater and is
thankful to CTC and Desi Thrower for
giving him a chance to dust off some of
his acting skills.
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Rick Jenkins (Cheswick) After a 30-year hiatus,
Rick returned to acting several decades ago as
Willie Clark in The Sunshine Boys.  He recently
appeared in CTC’s Noises Off as Selsdon
Mowbrary/Burglar; and was last seen in Go Bac
for Murder as Turnball & Meredith Blake.  Prior
to Go Back for Murder, he was last seen at CTC
(before the plague years) as Sir Rowland
Delahaye in Spider’s Web. Other favorite roles
include Nat Burton in Garden Politics and
Buckingham in Richard III. Favorite CTC roles
include Saunders in Lend Me a Tenor, Sir Peter
Teazle in School for Scandal, and the Butler in
An Ideal Husband. Rick appeared two years in a
row at the Tower as Scrooge in A Christmas
Carol. He played Uncle Billie and others in It’s
a Wonderful Life – A Live Radio Play at CTC and
he was Kris Kringle in CTC’s Miracle on 34th
Street (also a radio play). 
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Nohad Abbass (Martini) Nohad is thrilled to
be on stage for this amazing play! He’s
always been fond of acting and first
appeared in Go Back For Murder in March
2024. Apart from Cuckoo’s Nest, Nohad also
performed in CTC’s Cascades 10 Festival in
April. He is grateful to be part of this
production with such a talented director,
cast and crew, and would also like to extend
his gratitude to everyone who encouraged his
acting. Nohad is confident that the 
audience will go nuts about this play.
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Brad Knowles (Ruckley) - Brad Knowles is
a talented theater artist who has been
involved in various productions.
Recently, Brad was part of Go Back for
Murder and Noises Off. In addition to
acting, Brad also directed 10 minute one
acts in the recent Cascades 10 showcase
as well as acting in one of them. Also,
just a great guy.
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Eric Hardin (Randle P. McMurphy) This is
the first time Eric Hardin will take the
stage at CTC, and he is so grateful to be
playing Randle P. McMurphy. Previously,
he portrayed a “deadite” in the Evil Dead
Musical and has been in an indie film
called “Lost Weekend.” 
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Rick Worthington (Dr. Spivey) Rick has
previously performed in productions such as
War of the Worlds, Cyrano de Bergerac, Dracula
and Death Takes a Holiday. He chose to take a
hiatus from the stage to pursue a career in
news and sports radio. During his professional
career, Rick was honored with the regional
Edward R. Murrow Award twice. He was also
recognized four times by the Idaho State
Broadcast Association for his exceptional work
in Radio. As an actor, Rick won the blue
ribbon for excellence in One Act performances
twice at the Lenaea Theatre Festival.  He is
now excited to return to his roots in theatre
and hopes you enjoy this production of One
Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest.
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Mary Kilpatrick (Aide Turkle) The first
20 years Mary danced. The next 30 years
she performed professionally in New York
City and Hollywood. For the past 20 years
living in Bend, with her husband Howard,
she co-founded BEAT Children’s Theater.   
Mary has also written, directed,
choreographed, and performed in our
amazing local theaters. She is proud to
be part of Cuckoo’s Nest, this strong and
sensitive story of truth. 
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BREAK A LEG!

THANK YOU TO OUR
AMAZING CAST!

Violet Sturgill (Candy Starr) Violet’s
Central Oregon acting journey began at
Mountain View High School in 2013. After
graduation, Violet stepped out of the
spotlight for a few years. Luckily, fellow
cougars Daniel Witty and Sienna Moreau
convinced Violet to rejoin the theatre scene
in 2022, and the rest is history! You
might’ve seen Violet recently in Rent (Alexi
Darling) or Something Rotten (Ensemble). By
day, Violet works as a job coach for adults
with disabilities. Violet would like to
thank the marvelous cast and crew for
pouring their hearts into this show! 
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Deone Jennings (Sandra) Deone Jennings is
thrilled to be back on stage at Cascades
Theatrical Company in One Flew Over The
Cuckoo’s Nest. Her most recent performances
were Go Back For Murder as Miss Williams and
Noises Off as Belinda Blair/Flavia – both at
CTC. Previous roles include Heidi in Look, No
Hans! and Polly Perkins in There Goes the
Bride, both at Okoboji Theater in lowa. In
addition, she has played numerous leading roles
at Twilight Theater and Hart Theater in
Portland, Oregon. Some favorite roles to date
include: Virginia Noyes in It's Only a Play,
Nicky in The Smell of the Kill, Joan in Murder
in Green Meadows, and Chick Boyle in Crimes of
the Heart. Deone earned her bachelor's in fine
arts at Stephens College and also trained with
the Royal Shakespeare Company. Deone is
thrilled to be in One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s
Nest, and she is grateful to be working with
this talented cast. Many thanks to the
production staff, fabulous director, and
everyone at CTC.
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Desi  Thrower - Director
Desi has acted and directed on and off for
the past 40 years.  After moving here four 
years ago, Desi dove into the Bend
performing arts scene by holding roles in
The Importance of Being Earnest
(Lane/Marie), Murder On the Orient Express
(Helen Hubbard), Sylvia (Phyllis), Spamelot
(Finnish Mayor /Ensemble), and God's
Favorite Lunch (God). In addition, Desi has
produced and stage managed multiple shows in
the area.  Having directed 20 plus shows in
the past, she is very happy to be back in
the directors seat at CTC.  She would like
to thank the audiences for supporting 
local theatre.
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Sienna Moreau - Assistant Director
Sienna is excited to be assistant
directing for the first time in One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest! The book
is one of her favorite novels, so she
was overjoyed to join the team. She
wants to thank her family and friends
for all their love and support.
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MEET THE
PRODUCTION TEAM

THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE CURTAINS 
MAKE THIS ALL POSSIBLE!

THANK YOU TO
CASCADES THEATRE

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS



AUDIENCE REVIEWS

Here at CTC, we value the opinions of
our audience. We are constantly trying

to improve to ensure the theatre
experience here is amazing.

We would appreciate our audience of One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest to fill out
a short online survey about the show 

to share your praise, opinions,
observations, critiques, etc.

Please scan the QR code below to be
taken to the online form where you can

leave your audience review.



THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDING PARTNERS
The operations of Cascades Theatre, Cascades Theatrical Company

and Cascades Teen Theatre have been made possible in part by
generous grants from our funding partners:

Our activity is supported in
part by a grant from the
Bend Cultural Tourism

Fund, A Visit Bend Project

A State Agency



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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Amanda James - Creative Content
Nick Kaufman - House Manager

C-DUB - Master Carpenter
Mandy Anderson - Office Assistant

Robert & Teresa Burns
Malcolm and Joan Buxton

JV DEWEY
Marilyn Johnson
Raymond Johnson

Jerry & Julieann Lear
Courtney Forshey & Kellen Stephens

Dr. Linda Hurley and Mr. Tom O'Connell
Jane Wilson

Jim & Rebecca Woodbridge

Jim and Dory Delp
Victor Doroski

Traci and Allen Clautice-Engle
Earnie & Romona Greeno

Dr. Linda Hurley & Mr. Tom O’Connel
Sara Freedman & Ian Costello
Jim Gregory & Angela Carmen
James Imper & Brian White

Janice Kirschner
Bob and Nancy McHale

Jane Wilson

Richard & Donna Meddish
Natasha McFarland

George and Victoria Minor
laury riley
Joyce Sayle

Kathy and Schott Schroeder
Carol Smalley

Dave & Lynn Talbot
Cheryl & Randall Wagner

Mark and Deby Welch

Artist Circle

LIFETIME MEMBERS BENEFACTORS STARS

Marcia Houston
Karen Katzbeck & Bob Fullerman

Brad and Ali Kent
Sara & Jim Lanngton

Fred Long
Mary E. Long

Richard & Donna Meddish
Natasha McFarland

George and Victoria Minor

Artist Circle Artist Circle



FAMILY FAMILY
Rob Albin

BILL & BEVERLY ALLEN
Ellen & Ivr Anders
James Anthony
Nikki Arnold
Jill Baratta

Robert W. Beal
Richard & Debbie Benson
Bob and Barbara Borlen

Catherine and Robert Break
rob & teri burns

David and Janet Cassing
Rod & Linda Charny
roger & jan coffey

Kenneth David
Helen Dehner
Don Delach

Judy & Ralph Dpw
Timothy Dragila & Joan Miller

Sandy Dunahay
Helen & Jerry Freilich

David and Carol Friedley
Lester & Kaitlin Friedman

Scott Fuson
Paul and Roberta Grieco

Margaret Gunn

Orman Family
Christal Panther

ron & judy paradis
Anne Parker

Tom and Judy Petullo
Susan Raley

Steve and Carol Rooney
Mary Kilpatrick and Howard Schor

Dianne and David Scott
Jack Shannon

David and Suzette Shoulders
 Alice Sole

Laurel Sortie
Linda Spencer
ary Raisanen

Frances Tweed
Desda Vial

Judy Weber
Toni Weir

Linda & Gordon Wetzel
Ann White

Margaret & Paul Wjote 
Ralph & Judy Dow

Patricia Haim

 IF  YOU DON'T SEE YOUR NAME LISTED AS A MEMBER, DONOR OR
SPONSOR PLEASE CONTACT INFO@CASCADESTHEATRICAL.ORG

 AND LET US KNOW!  WE APPRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

FAMILY
Heather Halvorson
Ross & Judy Hart

Patricia Haim
Louisa Hawn

Krissy Hughes
Al and Marcia Huntley

Thom Keaney
Tom and Ann Kelley

Craig and Neilda Kellison
Hilary Kenyon & Hope Kerr
Leslie Koc & tom O’Brien

Glenn Landerkin
Michael J. Juther & Julie Yonger

Sara and Jim Langton
Molly Malone & Milton Thomas Tormey

Richard Marrocco
Elouise and Charles Mattox

Janet Matson
Genie McBurnett

Dawn and Larry mcCauley
Jan McCumber
Larry Michel

Edward Mierjeski
Susan O'Connor

Thank You To Our Members & Donors



Thank You To Our Members & Donors

INDIVIDUALINDIVIDUAL INDIVIDUAL
Brigit Ball-Eisner

Judy Beam
Adrian Bennett

Jadon Berg
Emily Boynton

Alfred and Susan Caccamo
Karen Chitwood

Marcia Gromme Clark
Gneel Costello

workability.one
Chris Cowell

Randy Crossley
Helen Dehner

Timothy Dragila & Joan Miller
Carolyn & Philiiiip Delong

Kathy Dimont
Stacey Donohue

Regan Ertie
Keith Eichner

Whitney Garner
Louetta Gunsch

 

Heidi Hartman
Christi Haynes

Holly & Gary Hower
 Howard Huskey

Judi Inglis
Kenneth Iltz

Joanne & Scott Johnson
Laura Kantor

Thomas Keaney
Christa King
Sandy Klein

Jackie Lachapelle
Bill and Meredith Lindsay

Kae Loverink
Mark Magness
Tracy Miller

Dottie Meilink
Jill Monley

Jo Moynier-Barnum
Gayle Norona
Joel Newman

Richard Newton
Linda J. Obrien

Rin Olsson
Deb Parker

Christell Panther
Eileen Peberdy
Mary Rogers

Kathy Sabatier
Anna Schmitt
Don Senecal

Joanne Sunnarborg
Jeremy Taylor

Karen Tapelband
Kathie Thatcher
Desi Thrower

Marie Vandaveer
Kathy Waisanen
Dorothy West
Gayle Zeigler

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS
janet matson
dan & jill mccormick
susie montross
deborah mullen
ray & joyce ownby
steve & linda pedersen
frances & bill tweed
randy wright

martha dale
clay eppler

barbara faust & james ouchi
sheryl & kirk hipp

christine hunter
jeff light

steve & cynde magidson

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all our members, donors, supporters,
and volunteers!  we would not be here without you!





GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
NEXT CTC PRODUCTION!NEXT CTC PRODUCTION!


